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Abstract 
 
The purpose of the current study was to explore factors that influence undergraduate students’ 
clinical preferences. Specifically, the study examined the factors that may relate to undergraduate 
communication sciences students’ knowledge of, and interest in working with older adults. 
Undergraduate students in communication sciences programs from across Ohio were recruited 
for participation for an online survey. Data from 152 undergraduate students’ from 7 universities 
and colleges in Ohio were evaluated using descriptive statistics and Pearson Correlation 
Coefficients. Results indicate that participants had knowledge of older adults and the adult 
lifespan, but did not feel prepared to demonstrate this knowledge in graduate school. Of the 152 
participants, 29 had a clinical preference of working with older adults and most participants did 
not change their interest after the completion of courses related to older adults. Awareness of 
facts on aging was related to both quality of relationship between student and older adult and 
interest in working with older adults. Data suggests, exposing students to older adults and 
providing educational opportunities related to older adults may impact their decision to work 
with this population. 
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Factors that Influence Undergraduate Communication Sciences and Disorders Students’ Clinical 
Preferences 
In the United States the average adult male lives to be 78 years old and the average 
female 82 years old. Older adults make up 13% of the population in the United States and this is 
expected to “increase by 23% by the year 2013” (Searl, & Gabel, 2003). Current life expectancy 
and rates in the population of older adults will thereby increase the number of older adults 
seeking treatment and services from health care professionals (Searl & Gabel, 2003). Of 
particular interest in the present study is how these changing demographics will affect the 
speech-language pathology profession. According to Brook (2012) of 133,000 certified SLPs 
employed in the United States in 2011, 54% worked in the school setting, 12.5% worked in 
hospitals, 9.8% worked in residential health care facilities, and 15.6% worked in a nonresidential 
health care facility. The number of SLPs working with older adults has increased by roughly 4% 
over a ten-year period.  
As the older adult population doubles (Searl & Gabel, 2003) there will be a greater need 
for more SLPs to work with this population. Specifically, SLPs will be needed to diagnosis and 
treat communication disorders related to aging, including: dementia, Alzheimer’, and 
Parkinson’s. This necessitates the need to determine the variables that may impact SLPs 
decisions to work with older adults. Are SLPs’ decisions influenced in their undergraduate 
programs? Studies suggest adjustments in medical and health care training programs may help to 
increase understanding of the elderly and combat stereotyping of older adults (Gabel, Searl, & 
Fulks, 2003; & Kaf, Barboa, Fisher, & Snavely, 2011). 
Little is known about undergraduate communication science students’ attitudes towards 
and interest in working with older adults. As such, the literature reviewed here includes studies 
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on the attitudes and interest of several groups of professionals, as well as students pursuing 
degrees in various health care professions.  
Studies with Health Care Professionals 
Research shows that experience with older adults impacts, a) attitudes (Bebbington, 
1991; Denton, Rodriguez, Hemmer, Harder, Short, & Hanson, 2009; Kaf et al., 2011; & Lee, 
Hoerr, Weatherspoon, & Schiffman, 2008), and b) students’ interest in working with this group 
(Abbey, Bridges, Elder, Lemcke, Liddle, & Thornton, 2006; Eshbaugh et al., 2010; Ferguson, 
2012; Lee et al., 2008; & Mason, & Sanders, 2004). Additionally, studies show that perceived 
knowledge of older adults has been shown to relate to health care professionals’ attitudes 
towards older adults (Henry, 2011; & Varkey, Chutka & Lasnick, 2006), and that curriculum 
relating to older adults impacts student knowledge of, attitudes towards, and interest in working 
with older adults upon graduating (Cottle & Glover, 2007; Gabel et al., 2003; & Hughes, Soiza, 
Chua, Hoyle, MacDonald, Primrose, & Seymour, 2008). 
Experience and Attitudes  
In studies that have examined the relation between experience and attitudes, results have 
generally shown that more experience with older adults leads to an increase in positive attitudes. 
(Bebbington, 1991; Denton et al., 2009; Kaf et al., 2011; & Lee et al., 2008). A study conducted 
by Kaf et al., (2011), compared two groups of undergraduate communication science students’ 
attitudes toward older adults. One group of students participated in a service learning project 
during which they interacted with older adults and the other group did not. Students were 
assessed using Kogan’s Attitudes Towards Old People Scale and submitted journal entries 
detailing experiences with older adults. Scores on the attitude scale were compared and results 
showed that students who participated in the service learning project demonstrated more positive 
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attitudes towards older adults following the experience. Denton et al., (1991) conducted a study 
comparing four groups of third-year medical students’ attitudes towards older adults. Two of the 
groups completed a one hour long home visit and reflective paper concerning their experience 
and the other two groups did not. After comparing pre and post-tests measuring students’ 
attitudes, results showed the students who completed the home visit demonstrated more positive 
attitudes towards older adults. A study by Bebbington (1991) surveyed 70 SLPs by mail and 
participants were asked about their training, year of qualification, amount of teaching received 
on communication problems experienced by elderly people, and their experience treating older 
people. Results indicated a relationship between experience with older adults and a more 
optimistic attitude towards older adults.   
Experience and Interest  
In studies that have examined the relation between experience and students’ interest in 
working with older adults, results have generally shown that more experience with older adults 
leads to an increase in interest of working with this group (Abbey et al., 2006; Eshbaugh et al., 
2010; Ferguson, 2012; & Mason & Sanders, 2004). One study that explored the relationship 
between undergraduate experiences and interest in working with older adults (Eshbaugh et al., 
2010) sampled 237 undergraduate students and found that the more contact students had with 
non-related older adults was positively correlated with the probability of working with older 
adults in the future. Participants completed an anonymous questionnaire regarding interests in 
working with older adults. Overall, 24% of students sampled expressed an interest in working 
with older adults in the future. Abbey et al., 2006 interviewed 14 undergraduate nursing students 
and 12 registered nurses about clinical placements and experience with older adults. A 
comparison of responses revealed that both groups of participants agreed that a positive clinical 
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experience led to broader students’ education. Also, results indicated clinical placements and 
experience with older adults may impact nursing students’ decisions to work with this group.  
A study by Ferguson (2012) examined students’ experiences with older adults, among 
other variables, and interest in working with older adults in a sample of 111 undergraduate and 
graduate students in social work. Group comparisons of scores on knowledge about the aging 
process, job opportunities, attitudes towards aging, and experience with older adults indicated 
that experience with older adults was the best predictor of future decisions to work with this 
group. In a study conducted by Mason & Sanders (2004) 22 social work Masters level students 
were interviewed about their experiences with working with older adults. Results showed that 12 
students reported a desire to work with older adults and 10 did not. The open ended questions 
revealed that the life experiences students had prior to the social work program influenced their 
interest in working with older adults. Also, most all of the students agreed that the best way to 
increase interest in working with older adults is to provide social work students with more 
experience with this group. 
Experience, Attitudes, and Interest  
A study that examined the relation between experience, attitudes, and interest in working 
with older adults found that more experience with older adults leads to improved attitudes and an 
increase in interest in working with this group (Lee et al., 2008). The study conducted by Lee et 
al., (2008) compared two groups of undergraduate communication science students’ attitudes 
towards and interest in working with older adults. One group of students participated in a project 
during which they interacted with older adults and the other group did not. Students that 
interacted with older adults were asked to complete three client interviews and a project. A 
multivariate analysis showed that students who were paired with the older adults had higher 
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scored attitudes and interest in working with older adults following their experience than 
students who did not complete the project.  
Knowledge and Attitudes  
In studies that have examined the relation between knowledge about older adults and 
attitudes, results have shown that more knowledge about older adults leads to more positive 
attitudes (Henry, 2011; & Varkey et al., 2006). A study conducted by Henry (2011), compared 
two groups of undergraduate nursing and nutrition students’ knowledge about older adults. One 
group of students participated in an aging game in which they had to pretend they had a common 
older adult physical disability and then complete a 56-item questionnaire. Group scores on the 
questionnaire were compared and results showed that students who participated in the aging 
game demonstrated more positive attitudes following the educational activity. Varkey et al., 
(2006), also examined the relation between knowledge and attitudes. Eighty- four medical 
students’ participated in an aging game in which they learned about polypharmacy, living in a 
long-term care facility, and other common situations experienced by older adults. Participant 
knowledge was assessed using a modified Maxwell and Sullivan questionnaire and the Aging 
Semantic Differential (ASD). Overall, results showed more knowledge about older adults 
increased positive attitudes towards this group.  
Program Curriculum, Knowledge, Attitudes, and Interest  
In studies that have examined the relation between program curriculum, knowledge of, 
attitudes towards, and interest in working with older adults, results have shown that program 
curriculum concerning older adults leads to increased knowledge of and attitudes towards older 
adults (Cottle & Glover, 2007), increased knowledge of and interest in working with older adults 
(Gabel et al., 2003), and increased attitudes and interest in working with older adults (Hughes et 
FACTORS THAT INFLUENCE CLINICAL PREFERENCES  8 
 
al., 2008). In a study conducted by Gabel et al., (2003), 74 undergraduate communication science 
majors’ attitudes were surveyed using the Facts on Aging Quiz 1(FAQ1). Participants were also 
asked to provide personal information concerning: experience with older adults, educational 
curriculum, and future career paths. Results showed that students’ with more program curriculum 
related to older adults had an increased knowledge of and interest in working with older adults 
Specifically, 73% of the participants reported they were likely to work with older adults 
someday. 
A study conducted by Cottle & Glover (2007), also found a relation between program 
curriculum and increased attitudes and knowledge of older adults. The students’ knowledge and 
attitudes were assessed at the beginning and end of a lifespan development course. Scores were 
compared from the beginning (Time 1) and the end (Time 2) of the course and results showed an 
increase in attitudes towards and knowledge of older adults. This increase was attributed to 
course completion. In a similar study, Hughes et al., (2008) compared questionnaire responses of 
first and fourth year medical students following participation in an eight-day teaching program 
on older adults. Results showed that students who participated in the eight-day program had a 
more positive attitude towards older adults and interest in working with this group.  
 With an increased demand for SLPs to work with older adults, it is imperative for 
professionals to be made aware of the aging process in order to avoid misconceptions, which 
impacts diagnosis, treatment, and care (Garrett, 1992). Currently, clinical training programs in 
Ohio do not require a course concerning older adults as part of the undergraduate core 
curriculum. Given the increase in number of older adults in the United States over the past 
decade (Gabel et al., 2003), health care professionals, specifically SLPs need to be prepared to 
treat this group. It is anticipated that the findings from this study will inform Ohio 
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Communication Science programs regarding variables that may impact students’ interest in 
working with this group so that training programs may be modified to better prepare future SLPs.  
Goals of the Present Study 
Research involving professionals, as well as students pursuing degrees in various health 
care professions indicate that program curriculum, knowledge of older adults, and experience 
with older adults may contribute to students’ interest in working with this population (Ferguson, 
2012; Henry, 2011; & Kaf, Barboa, Fisher, & Snavely, 2011). However, little is known about 
undergraduate communication students’ knowledge of, and interest in working with older adults. 
The present study intends to enhance this limited knowledge with empirical data gathered from 
undergraduate communication sciences students in Ohio. Specifically, we investigated the 
following research questions: 1) What are communication science majors’ knowledge of older 
adults? 2) What are communication science majors’ interests in working with older adults? 3) 
Are there relations between knowledge of older adults, amount of education concerning older 
adults, experience with, and interest in working with older adults? 
Method 
Recruitment and Procedures  
 
Recruitment began following study approval from Bowling Green State University’s 
Human Subject Review Board. Department Chairs from Communication Sciences and Disorders 
programs in the state of Ohio were contacted via e-mail or phone to see if they were agreeable to 
forwarding the survey to undergraduate students in their programs. Of the 12 Department Chairs 
contacted 10 agreed; however only 7 schools were part of the sample. Once administrators 
agreed to forward the survey, a second e-mail containing a statement of appreciation, a letter to 
the participant, and the survey link was sent. The email which contained the purpose of the 
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study, estimated time to complete the survey, and survey link was sent out January 23, 2014. 
Consent was obtained if participants opened the survey, read the consent form located on the first 
page, and continued on to complete the survey. The survey remained open until February 10, 
2014. 
Sample and Participant Selection 
 A total of 1,925 participants were e-mailed the link to the survey and 229 completed the 
survey for a response rate of 12%. For the purpose of the current study, data from participants 
who did not complete the survey in its entirety were not included in the final analysis (N = 77). 
Table 1 displays demographic characteristics of participants in the present study. The smallest 
number of participants attended University of Akron (n = 7), and the largest number attended 
Bowling Green State University (n = 39).The Ohio State University, Cleveland State University, 
and the College of Wooster were not part of the sample because participants chose not to 
complete the survey.  
Survey Content 
The online survey was created using SurveyMonkey. Question types included 5-point 
Likert scales (e.g., strongly agree to strongly disagree), check-all that apply responses, multiple 
choice, and one open ended question. Questions about the (a) student’s demographic 
information; including a qualifier question, which required the participant to be at least 18 years 
or older, (b) educational background, (c) experiences with children and older adults, and (d) 
knowledge of and attitudes towards children and older adults were addressed. For the purpose of 
this study, participants had to be enrolled in at least one course on aging offered through the 
communication science program or another program at their institution. The survey was expected 
to take approximately 5 to 10 minutes to complete. 
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Results 
Data Analysis 
Only participants with complete data (N = 152) were included in the analysis.  To answer 
the first research question, “What are communication science majors’ knowledge of older 
adults?” responses from four items on the survey were examined. Table 2 reports responses to 
these questions. For Item 1, the participant was asked to, “Check all the statements you believe 
to be true,” and only 1 of the 5 statements were true. Of the 152 participants, 37.5% answered all 
5 true and false questions correctly, 25% answered 4 correctly, 24.3% answered 3 correctly, 
10.5% answered 2 correctly, and 2.7% answered 1 or less correctly. The mean proportion of 
number of correct responses was 3.84 (SD = 1.14), which indicated that on average, participants 
answered between 3 and 4 true and false questions correctly. For Item 2, the participants were 
given a Likert scale to rate strength of agreement ranging from strongly disagree (1) to strongly 
agree (5) and were asked to rate the following statement, “I feel that I have a lot of knowledge 
about older adults.” Approximately 43.5% of participants strongly agreed or agreed to feeling 
they possess a lot of knowledge about older adults; in contrast, approximately 17.8% strongly 
disagreed or disagreed with this statement. The mean proportion of participants who felt they had 
a lot of knowledge about older adults was 3.29 (SD =.87), which indicated that on average, 
participants were neutral or agreed to having knowledge about older adults. For Item 3, the 
participants were given a Likert scale to rate the strength of agreement ranging from strongly 
disagree (1) to strongly agree (5) and were asked to rate the following statement, “I feel prepared 
to demonstrate my knowledge concerning older adults and communication disorders in graduate 
school.” Of the 152 participants, 30.2% strongly agreed or agreed they felt prepared to 
demonstrate their knowledge; in contrast, 40.2% strongly disagreed or disagreed with the 
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statement. The mean proportion of participants who felt prepared to demonstrate their knowledge 
concerning older adults and communication disorders in graduate school was 2.84 (SD =1.05), 
which indicated that on average, participants strongly disagreed or disagreed that they felt 
prepared to demonstrate their knowledge concerning adults and communication disorders in 
graduate school. For Item 4, the participants were given a Likert scale to rate the strength of 
agreement ranging from strongly disagree (1) to strongly agree (5) and were asked to rate the 
following statement, “I have a lot of knowledge about aging and the adult lifespan.” Of the 152 
participants, approximately 41.1% strongly agreed or agreed that they had a lot of knowledge; in 
contrast 25% strongly disagreed or disagreed with this statement. The mean proportion of 
participants who felt they had a lot of knowledge about aging and the adult lifespan was 3.20 (SD 
=.90), which indicated that on average, participants were neutral or agreed to having knowledge 
about aging and the adult lifespan.  
To answer the second research question, “What are communication science majors’ 
interests in working with older adults?” responses from two items on the survey were examined 
and Table 3 reports results on participants’ interest in working with older adults. For Item 1, the 
participants were given four answer choices: children (1), adults (2), both (3), neutral (4), and 
were asked the following statement, “At this point in my education I have an interest in working 
with _______.” Of the 152 participants, 38.8% had a clinical preference for working with 
children, 19.1% chose adults, 32.9 % chose both, and 7.9% were neutral. For Item 2, the 
participants were given three answer choices ranging from decreased (0) to increased (2) and 
were asked to rate the following, “Upon completion of these courses my interest in working with 
older adults_______.” Twelve percent of the participants reported decreased interest in working 
with older adults after completion of courses relating to older adults, 75% indicated their interest 
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stayed the same, and 65% indicated an increase in interest. The mean proportion of participants’ 
interest in working with older adults after completion of courses related to older adults was 1.38 
(SD =.65), which indicated that on average participants’ interest in working with older adults 
stayed the same or increased after taking courses relating to older adults.   
To answer the third research question “Are there relations between knowledge of older 
adults, amount of education concerning older adults, experience with, and interest in working 
with older adults?” responses from six items on the survey were examined: (a) “I feel that I have 
a lot of knowledge about older adults (i.e., strongly disagree, disagree, neutral, agree, strongly 
agree)”; (b) “Of the major courses I have completed, ______have included topics relating to 
older adults (0, 1, 2-3, 4-5, 6-7, ≥ 8)”; (c) I have _______experience with older adults (i.e., a 
great deal of, a fair amount, very little, none)”; (d) “I have had and or currently have quality 
relationships with older adults who are not related to me (i.e., strongly disagree, disagree, 
neutral, agree, strongly agree)”; (e) I have had or currently have quality relationships with older 
adults who are related to me (i.e., increased, decreased, stayed the same)”; (f) Upon completion 
of these courses my interest in working with older adults (i.e., increased, decreased, stayed the 
same).” For question 3 correlation coefficients were computed to determine relationships 
between knowledge, education, experience, and interest concerning working with older adults. 
Results of the correlational analyses presented in Table 4 indicate four out of the 15 correlations 
were statistically significant and were greater than or equal to .23. Using the Bonferroni 
approach to control for Type 1 error across the 15 correlations, a p value at the .001 level 
(.01/10=.001) was required for significance. 
Additional questions from the survey, not used to answer the three research questions, 
were analyzed for the purpose of the current study and Table 5 reports data on participants’ 
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future interest in taking classes related to older adults and gaining more experience with older 
adults. Participants were given a Likert scale to rate the strength of agreement ranging from 
strongly disagree (1) to strongly agree (5) and were asked to rate the following statements: (a) 
“I’m interested in taking more classes on topics related to older adults;” and (b) “I would like to 
gain more experience with older adults.” Results indicate that majority of participants are 
interested in taking more classes related to older adults and gaining more experience with older 
adults.  
Discussion 
The number of older adults in the United States is increasing and impacting the size and 
composition of Speech-Language Pathologists’ caseloads (Garret, 1992). Research indicates that 
program curriculum, knowledge, and experience with older adults may contribute to students’ 
attitudes and interest in working with this group (Ferguson, 2012; Henry, 2011; & Kaf, Barboa, 
Fisher, & Snavely, 2011). The aim of this study was to explore factors that relate to 
undergraduate communication sciences and disorders students’ interest in working with older 
adults. Data from this study offer several insights about undergraduate communication science 
majors’ education, knowledge, and interest in working with older adults.  
Knowledge of Older Adults 
In response to the question of communication science majors’ knowledge of older adults, 
the data suggest most participants had knowledge of older adults and the adult lifespan, but did 
not feel prepared to demonstrate this knowledge in graduate school. In other studies concerning 
student knowledge, (Henry, 2011; & Varkey et al., 2006) it was found that knowledge increased 
student perceptions of older adults. A study conducted by Henry (2011), found that nursing and 
nutrition students demonstrated more positive attitudes following an educational activity. 
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Similarly, a study of medical students (Varkey et al., 2006) found more knowledge about older 
adults increased positive perceptions about this group. Perceptions of participants were not found 
in the current study, but most participants from the study had knowledge of older adults and the 
adult lifespan.  
Interest in Working with Older Adults 
In response to the question of communication science majors’ interest in working with 
older adults, data suggest most participants were interested in working with adults exclusively or 
adults and children; most participants did not change their interest after the completion of 
courses relating to older adults. This suggests program curriculum may not influence clinical 
preferences. This does not support previous findings related to interest in working with older 
adults and program curriculum (Gabel et al., 2003 & Hughes et al., 2008). A study involving 
communication science majors (Gabel et al., 2003) found that program curriculum was related to 
an interest in working with older adults. Hughes et al., (2008) found that following an eight-day 
teaching program on older adults, medical students had an increased knowledge of and interest in 
working with this group. The current study did not conclude that program curriculum influences 
clinical preferences, but previous studies found this to be true.  
Knowledge, Education, Experience, and Interest  
In response to the question of relations between knowledge of older adults, amount of 
education concerning older adults, experience with, and interest in working with older adults, 
data suggest that awareness of facts on aging was related to both quality of relationship between 
student and older adult and interest in working with older adults. This is similar (Cottle & 
Glover, 2007; Gabel et al., 2003; & Hughes et al., 2008) and contradictory (Abbey et al., 2006; 
Eshbaugh et al., 2010; Ferguson, 2012; Lee et al., 2008; & Mason & Sanders, 2004) to previous 
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research concerning knowledge of older adults, amount of education concerning older adults, 
experience with, and interest in working with older adults. Previous studies by Cottle & Glover 
(2007), Gabel et al., (2003), and Hughes (2008) found that awareness of aging through various 
educational opportunities was related to an increased knowledge of and interest in working with 
older adults. In contrast to the current and previous studies, Abbey et al., (2006), Ferguson 
(2012), Lee et al., (2008), and Mason and Sanders (2004) have found that amount of experience 
is directly related to interest in working with older adults. In one study (Eshbaugh et al., 2010), 
more experience was related to an increased interest in working with older adults, especially 
when students had more contact with non-related older adults and this is an interesting 
comparison to the current study. In the current study, quality of relationship between student and 
older adult was related to another variable, but it was not experience. This study found that 
quality of relationship between student and non-related older adults was related to awareness of 
facts on aging.  
Implications 
 Given the increase in number of older adults in the United States over the past decade 
(Gabel et al., 2003), health care professionals, specifically SLPs need to be prepared to work 
with this group. It is imperative for professionals to be made aware of the aging process in order 
to avoid ageism, which impacts diagnosis, treatment, and care (Garret, 1992). The present study 
adds to the knowledge of undergraduate communication science students’ knowledge of and 
interest in working with older adults. Awareness of facts on aging was related to both quality of 
relationship between student and older adult and interest in working with older adults, which 
implies that exposing students to older adults and providing educational opportunities related to 
older adults may impact their decision to work with this population. Given the increasing 
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population rates of older adults (Searl & Gabel, 2003), current clinical program curriculum, and 
number of SLPs working with older adults (Brook, 2012), this study provides insights of  
undergraduate communication science majors’ clinical preferences so that training programs may 
be modified to better prepare future SLPs. It may also benefit future SLPs that have not chosen a 
clinical preference. Future studies may want to ask questions to explore undergraduate 
communication sciences and disorders students’ perceptions of older adults, as it might also be a 
factor influencing clinical preferences.  
Limitations 
Out of 1, 925 possible participants, 229 completed the survey and for the purpose of the 
current study, data from participants who did not complete the survey in its entirety were not 
included in the final analysis (N = 77). This may be a limitation because three programs 
including The Ohio State University, the largest research university in Ohio, were not part of the 
sample. Underrepresentation could have affected the results by limiting the amount of variation 
in responses of participants. It may also inaccurately represent all of the undergraduate 
communication sciences and disorders students in Ohio because not everyone in Ohio completed 
the survey; however, the data still provide several insights about undergraduate communication 
science majors’ education, knowledge, and interest in working with older adults.  
Conclusion 
The current study found that: (a) most participants had knowledge of older adults and the 
adult lifespan, but did not feel prepared to demonstrate this knowledge in graduate school; (b) 
most participants were interested in working with adults exclusively or adults and children; and 
(c) awareness of facts on aging was related to both quality of relationship between student and 
older adult and interest in working with older adults. These results only represent Ohio and it 
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would be beneficial to explore undergraduate communication science majors’ knowledge of, and 
interest in working with older adults across the United States. Would other places and 
populations have similar results or would they yield other variables that influence clinical 
preferences? Participants from the current study, regardless of what factors influenced their 
clinical preferences, are still interested in taking more courses related to older adults and gaining 
more experience with older adults in the future. As the older adult population doubles (Searl & 
Gabel, 2003), there will be a greater need for more SLPs to work with this population and this 
necessitates the need to determine the variables that may impact SLPs decisions to work with 
older adults. Once these variables are better understood, they can be taken into account when 
planning and implementing training of future SLPs both in and out the classroom.  
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Table 1. 
 
Participant Characteristics (N = 152) 
 
Characteristic Frequency Percentage 
Age    
   18 to 20 70 46.1 
   21 to 23 78 51.3 
   24 to 26 3 2 
   27 to 29 1 .7 
Gender    
   Male 4 2.6 
   Female 148 97.4 
Ethnicity    
   Caucasian Non-Hispanic or Latino 147 96.7 
   Caucasian Hispanic or Latino 2 1.3 
   African American 1 .7 
   Native American  1 .7 
   Asian 1 .7 
University    
   Bowling Green State University 39 25.7 
   Kent State University 12 7.9 
   Miami University of Ohio 13 8.6 
   Ohio University 25 16.4 
   University of Akron 7 4.6 
   University of Cincinnati 36 23.7 
   University of Toledo  20 13.2 
Academic Status     
   Freshman 14 9.2 
   Sophomore 28 18.4 
   Junior 55 36.2 
   Senior 50 32.9 
   Other + 4 2.6 
   Invalid answer 1 .7 
Note. Invalid answer = participant chose more than one response; + denotes 2 participants were 
leveling students and 2 were post-baccalaureate 
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Table 2. 
 
Participant Knowledge of Older Adults (N = 152) 
 
Variable Frequency Percentage 
Correct Number of True and False    
   0 1 .7 
   1 3 2 
   2 16 10.5 
   3 37 24.3 
   4 38 25 
   5 57 37.5 
I feel that I have a lot of knowledge about older adults    
   Strongly disagree 3 2 
   Disagree 24 15.8 
   Neutral 59 38.8 
   Agree 58 38.2 
   Strongly agree 8 5.3 
I feel prepared to demonstrate my knowledge concerning older adults and communication disorders 
in graduate school  
  
   Strongly disagree 15 9.9 
   Disagree 46 30.3 
   Neutral 45 29.6 
   Agree 40 26.3 
   Strongly agree 6 3.9 
I have a lot of knowledge about aging and the adult lifespan    
   Strongly disagree 2 1.3 
   Disagree 36 23.7 
   Neutral 51 33.6 
   Agree 56 36.8 
   Strongly agree 7 4.6 
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Table 3. 
 
Participant Interest in Working with Older Adults (N = 152) 
 
Variable Frequency Percentage 
At this point in my education I have an interest in working 
with_______.  
  
   Children  59 38.8 
   Adults 29 19.1 
   Both 50 32.9 
   Neutral  12 7.9 
   Invalid answer 2 1.3 
Interest in Working with Older Adults After Completion of Courses 
Relating to Older Adults  
  
   Decreased 12 7.9 
   Stayed the same 75 49.3 
   Increased  65 42.8 
Note. Invalid answer = participant chose more than one response 
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Table 4.  
Correlations Among Participant Knowledge, Education, Experience, and Interest Concerning 
Working with Older Adults (N = 152) 
Category Knowledge Education Experience Non-
relatives 
Relatives Interest  
Knowledge       
Education  .067      
Experience .025 -.009     
Non-relatives .482** .003 .003    
Relatives .391** .051 .012 .577**   
Interest .230** .079 -.157 .129 .102  
Note. Knowledge = I feel I have a lot of knowledge about older adults; Education = Number of 
adult courses; Experience = Amount of experience with older adults; Non-relatives = 
Relationships with older adults who are not related to me; Relatives = Relationships with adults 
who are related to me; Interest = Upon completion of these courses my interest in working with 
older adults_____. 
**p < .001 
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Table 5.  
 
Future Interest in Taking More Classes Related to Older Adults and Gaining More Experience 
with Older Adults (N = 152) 
 
Variable Frequency Percentage 
I’m interested in taking more classes on topics related to older 
adults 
  
   Strongly disagree 0 0 
   Disagree 7 4.6 
   Neutral 29 19.1 
   Agree 67 44.1 
   Strongly agree 49 32.2 
I would like to gain more experience with older adults    
   Strongly disagree 0 0 
   Disagree 2 1.3 
   Neutral 28 18.4 
   Agree 65 42.8 
   Strongly agree 57 37.5 
 
